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ANSWER TO THOMAS NOXON’S REQUEST. 
(Continued from page 191.) 

We have secn that infallibility im the Popes, as 
Peter’s successors, is unfounded; because, if we 
grant that Peter was infallible, still that is so proog 
why all his successors should be; besides, we have 
no greater evidence of the depravity, inhumanity 
and wickedness of Nero, of Manassah and many otb- 
ers, than we have of many of the successors of Pe- 
ter. Why then, should they be considered infalli- 
ble? and why should men be obliged to follow the 
commands of monsters in human shape, because, 
being successors to L'eter in the see of Rome, they 
pretend to infallibiliiy ? The reasoning on this sub- 
ject I think to be conclusive. Unless God has as 
sured us, tliat he will certainly endue all Peter’s suc- 
cessurs with infallibility ; we have no more reason 
to believe that they will be infallible, than we have 
to believe that other men will be; and itis very cer- 
tain that God lias given us nd such assurance, and 
the history of the Popes confirms it. The wature 
and teadency of such ductiine is that of oppression, 
and universal experience proves ihis remark to be 
correct. 

The most unbounded power has been assumed by 
the Popes, not only over all eharches and bi-lops, 
but over all civil ministers, aad over the conscien- 
ces of men. It bas led the Popes to be the most arbi- 
trary and tyrannical of all men who were ever suf- 


fered to live; and to be the cause of the greatest ca- 
lamity to the human race of any set ol men whom 
God permitted to continue. Add to this that their 
pretension of infallibility in one man, or in ove body 
of men, and that theiv mandates must be obcyed, or 
tle lives and property of mankind must be desircy ed, 
isa doctrine wholly inconsistent with the Common 
and unalienable rights of man. What civil hberty 
can remain to man, if a pope has the righi to dictate 
that which men must believe, and to infhet torture 
and death with confiscation of property if they do not 
believe? Would not this be the compietesi tyranny, 
that ever reigned on earth? If all men are endued 
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, 
such as life, liberty, &c. ; why las the same Creato: 
given power to a Pope to take them away? It is ab- 
surd. It is a contradiction. Man must and ought to 
think and judge for himself. It is his privilege. God 
bas given him this privilege. Who, then, can de- 
bar any inan of this privilege? No man can do it, 
and be innocent. Peter’s successors have vo more 
right to do it than other men, and the reformation, if 
it has done no other good, has taught the Romish 
church this lesson of man’srights by freeing a great 
part of Europe from her cruelty aad oppression. — 





I repeat it again, that popery is inconsistent with 
the dearest rights, which Godhas givento man. It, 
is inconsistent with the security of life, liberty or 
property. 

There is another grand objection to popery, and 
to every degree of it, which is still visible among 
Protestants ; that is, that it excites to pride and an 
inwitiable thirst forwealth. A seif righteous spirit 
was always a haughty spirit, and connected with an 
avaricions desire for money. Thus the Romish 
church has amassed more wealth than ail the princes 
of Europe; and what can equal the intolerable 
pride couched under her pretensivn of the only true 
church, the infallible church, &c. Is it not saying, 
Stand by thyself, come not near to me, 1 am holier 
than thou. 

Again, if the exainple of Christ, or that of his a- 
postles; or if their commands and exhortations are 
of no weight or authority, then it is certain that a 
great part of the doctrines and practices of the Rom- 
ish church ought to be protested. That cannot, in 
the nature of the case, be a true church of Christ 
which persecutes mankind. There was never any 
such power given by Christ to Peter or any of the 
aposiles; nor did Peter gver give such authority to 
his successors, nor any of the aposiles give such pow- 
er or right to any man or body of men. 

It is as truethat that religion which persecutes. 
is not the religion of the bible, as it is, that that is 
not the true religion which is destitute of good mane 
ners. 

The whole bible represents the religion of Christ 
as a persecuted religion; but never represents it as 
a perseculing religion. The greatest length the 
churches ov earth are warranted to goin regard to 
offending members, is to cut them off from their 
communion, or to excommunicate them from the 
church; but to burn such members at the stake, to 
torture them in the dungeons of an inquisition, to 
seize upon their property, and render their families 
wretched, is that which Christ and his apostles never 


‘enjoined, and is that which reason and common 


sense, which humanity and christianity forbid; a- 
ny reasons of the Pope or the Romish church to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Thus I think it to beun- 
deniable, that a refurmation from Popery was vast- 
ly necessary. 

Weare now to consider some of the texts in the 
protestant bibles, which Mr. Ward considers to be 
erroneous. We shall begin with the difference bee 
tween the church of Rome and the protestants in 
regard to the canonical Looks of the Old Testament. 
The book of Esther, of Wisdom, of Ecclesiasticus, of 
Baruch, with the episJe of Jeremy, tbe soug of the 
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three children, the Idol Bell and the Dragon, with 
the story of Susanna, and the two books of Macca- 
bees; the church of Rome consider to be canonical 
books; but the protestants reject them as apocry- 
phal, (uncertain.) Wr. Ward says, that Doct. Co- 
vel affirms that if Rufinus be not deceived, all these 
books were approved of, as partsof the Old Testa- 
ment, by the apostles. Many men we know have 
been deceived, and why Rufinus may not be deceiv- 
ed as well as others, Doct. Covel has not shewn us. 


But Mr. Ward says, that Christ’s church, meaning | 


the Romish church, have always received these books 
as canonical, and that Dr. Fulk avouckgs, that the 
Churcu of Christ has true judgment to discern truc 
writing from counterfeit, and the word of God from 
the writings of men, and this judgment she has from 
the holy ghost. And Jewel says, the cburci of 
Gad (the Romish church) has the spirit of wisdom to 
discern true scripture from false. This power to 
discern true scripture from false, we must remember; 
arises from their infallibility. To conclude there- 
fore, in the words of the council of Trent: ‘* If any 
man shall not receive for sacred and canonical these 
whole books with all their parts, as they are read in 
the catholic church, and as they are in tke Vul- 
gate Latin edition, let him be accursed.”  [ shall 
spend but little time on this controversy, because the 
subject of dispute on this point, has been labored as 


a . 


faras is necessary. Suffice it to say, that Protestants 


thougk convinced of the excellency of these books | 


on very many points, that they are a guod history, 
and contain many very useful lessons of instruction, 
do not consider them as books of the same authority 
with the other bouks of the old and new Testaments; 
yet they wish not that the Romanists should be ac- 
cursed because they consider them of like authority. 
The arguments for and azainst the sacredness and an- 


thenticity of the books called apecryphal would be } 


too prolix for our present purpose and would adiminis- 
ter but little pleasure or advantage. I shall, there- 
fore, do with them as we are required to do with 
contention, let them alone before they be meddled 
with. 

I now proceed to notice several texts of the old 
and new Testaments, which, as Mr. Ward thinks, 
are corrupted by the protestant translators. Mr. 
Ward levels the most of his artillery against the first 
translation of the protestant bible, printed 1562, 
1577, 157, and gives credit for all the corrections 
made in the last English translation by Command of 
king James the first ; but says that they were insin- 
cerely made. 

It may be necessary to premise a few things, 
which respect the translation, which the church of 
Rome have invariably used for almost 1500 years: 
This translation was made from the originai tongues, 
Hebrew, Greek, &c. into the Latin. It is called 
the Vulgate Latin Bible. This translation was made 
by St. Hieram about the middle of the fourth centu- 
ry, and is acknowledged by Luther and many other 
protestants to be faithfully executed. Mr. Ward 
says that this translation was made before the Jews 


corrupted the original, which, he says, they did to 
invalidate the evidence of Christ as the Messiah: 
that the Vulgate translated from the uncorrupted 
fountain of the original and by a very skilful and 
pious bishop, and one that had been in constant and 
universal use in the church for about fitteen centu- 
ries, entitles it ty the greatest credit: Whereas, he 
says, that all the Pro‘estant translations have been 
made from the original since it was corrupted by 
the Jews; consequently, they cannot compare with 
the vulgate translation—thus he Mr. Ward. Lhave 
made these preliminary remarks, that the reader 
may better judge when he comes to the merits of 
the cause. [t will be necessary to remark farther, 
that the church of Rome differs more from the prot- 
estants in their interpretation of scripture, than she 
does in any difference there is between her trausla- 
tion and that of the protestants; and it seems that 
the scriptures are forbidden the common people, in 
order that the erroneous ioterpetrations stould not 
be discovered. If this remark be severe, we will 
only answer, that we have seve:e men with whom 
to deal, and that wiile they impute the errors of the 
Protestants, first, to corrupting the scriptures, then 





in following those corruptions ; we, with the highest 
reason, impute to the church of Kome the barbarous 
custom of concealing the scriptures wholly from the 
| people, and obliging them to conform to such princi- 
ples and practices as seemed gucd im her sight. Once 
more we remark, that the traditions of the Romish 
church, which are elmosi innumerable, and which 
, they teach the people to Le of ihe same divine au- 
thority with the bible vise’; these traditions com- 
prehend a great part of the doctrines and practices 





of the Romish worship, and being considered « qually 
authentic and sacred with the s« viptures, have so 
| blinded and darkened men’s minds, * that thev have 
been in doubt which way they were to walk.” Thus 
although they buast of the best translation, and thas 
jt is the uncorrupted word of God; yet by their tra- 
ditions and wrong interpretations, they have repre- 
sented the scriptures so much more corrupted than 
any viher peop tc, that in fact, they have made them 
of no effect by their tradition. Having premised 
i these particulars, we shall notice the seripiures 
which, Mr. Ward says, cre corrupted. 
( To be continued. ) 


COMMENT 


-! On the last paragraph of the xx. chap. of Rerelatir 


with its connexions and context ; 


By L. C. Topp. 





(Continued from page 196.) 
SECTION IIL. 


Having taken a general view of this prophecy; 
disproved its literai construction, and unfolded the 
great events with which it stands connected; and 
having exhibited ihe decline of Antichrist and false 
prophecy, and the purification of Christendom, by 
the triumph of light and virtue; we are now prepar- 
ed to look upon our text, and search out those migh- 
ty events which are described after the thousand 
prophetic years. And while we observe the ambig- 
nous style, with the dim lamp of reason for our guide. 
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jet us proceed with caution, meekness, and candor. 
‘rhe first part of the prophetic vision which opens 
this new and interesting scene, thus occurs : 

‘And I saw a great white throne, and him that 
sat on it, from whuse face the earth and heaven fled 
away; and there was found ao place for them.” 

He that sits upon this throne is Jesus Chiist, the 
Prince of Peace; who sball be the head of the 
church, the spivitual king in’ his spiritual kingdom 
on earth: not that he shall then dweil on earth in 
human form. But examine some scriptures upon 
his coming and reign. * If they shall say unto you, 
behold he is in the desert: go not forth; behold he 
isin the secret chambers: beheve it not. For as 
the lightning cometh out of the east and shineth even 
unto the west; so shall the coming of the Son of 
map be. (Mat. xxiv. 26, 27.) Tlus passage explains 
the menner of our Saviour’s second comig. J pre- 
suine it does notallude to the same time that is re- 
‘rred to by our texi in Revelation, but in the same 
manner that he comes tosway his sceptre on earth, 
shall be centinue to reign, only bis donunion shall 
increase. The figure used to describe the coming 
of our Lord, seems well chosen. Observe the light- 
ning of heaven, amidst the darkness of night. With 
what terrible grandeur does it flash athwart the sky, 
aod brighten abroad wiih resplendent glory! So was 
the coming ec) the Son of ian, when be first abolisi- 
ed the legal dispensation, and set up his own king- 
jom of peace on earth, When he ascended the 
throne of that kingdom, which was then so smal! as 
to be like a grain of mustard secd, or a little leaven. 
(hat kingdom, of which John said, ** Repent ye, for 
ihe kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Mat. iii. 2. Of 
which Jesus commanded his disciples to say to the 
cities, * the kingdum of God is come nigh unto you.” 
Luke x. 9—11. Gur Saviour came in influence, 
power and glory, about seventy years from his birth. 
it was then be first ascended his spiritual throne of 
rightcousness, judgment and justice; and has ever 
since possessed a limited kingdom on earth, and has 
awarded to mankind according to their works. I 
know this is strange doctrine tosome. What (says 
one )is the judgment already come? Will not Christ 
cone, after the resurrection, iv the glory of his Fa- 
ther, and divide mankind a3 seep and goats? (says 
another.) Le patient, dear readar. No matter 
what man hastaugit you. Jesus Christ from heav- 
en can teach you now, and answer these questions. 
Kirst I wish you to make a sclemn promise in your 
hearts before Gud, that you will believe what Christ 
shall appear to have said on this subject. Thus he 
plainly speaks: ** Por the Son of man shall come in 
the glory of bis Father, with his angels; and then 
he shall reward every man according to his works. 
Verily | say unto you. there be saine standing here, 
which shall not tasie of death tll they see the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom.” Mat. xvi. 27, 28. 
Again—‘* Whosvever, therefure, shall be a-hamed 
of me and my words, in tits adulterous and sintul 
generation, of him also shall the Son of man be asha- 
med, when he comcth in the glory of his Father, with 
the holy angels. Verily 1 say unto you, that there 
be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste 
of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God 
come with power.” Mark viii. 38,ix. 1. Again— 
‘* Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and my words, 
of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he 
shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and 
ofthe holy angels. But I tell you of a truth, there 
be some standing here, which shall not taste of death 
till they see the kingdom of God.” Luke ix. 26, 27. 
In all these instancos, Jesus was careful to affirm in 
the most solema manner, that he was coming to reign 
*n his kingdom, and of oourse to defend his spiritual 





throne, vefore that generation shoula taste of death. 
And after he has given a particular description of 
his second coming in the 24th of Matthew, he de- 
clares, verse 34, ‘* Verily I say unto you, this gener- 
ation shall not pass, till all these things shall be ful- 
filled.” Now my opponent, which way will you turn 
from the words of Christ? Will you say, that Christ 
alluded to two events, the judgment of Judea, and 
the literal end of the world? Let me answer—If 
so, why did he not tell us so? Why did he not say, 
he would come in that generation to judge Jerusa- 
lem, snd some thousand years hence to judge the 
world? Besides, he described all the events of his 
coming, by the grand metaphor of planetary revo- 
lutions, the gathering of the elect, &c. and then de- 
clared that add (not a part) of those things should be 
fulfilled in that generation. Therefore, he could 
not have al/uded to the end of the world at all, unless 
he expected the world would end ia that very age. 
Will you say, that the disciples asked him about the 
end of the world, and, therefore, he must have allu- 
ded to it in his answer? Let me reply. 1. I have 
shown that Jesus did not mention it in his answer; 
neither did he allude to such an event, unless he ex- 
pected it would occur in that generation. And if be 
was mistaken about the time, why did he speak with 
somuch confidence? ‘ Heaven and earth shall pass 
but my words shall not pass away.” 2. If the disci- 
pies meant to ask any thing about the end of the 
world, that part of the question would have been the 
most important, and would have required the most 
explicit answer. Yet he made no answer to that at 
all! Mark aod Luke have undertaken to give us 
an account of these questions and answers, and they 
say nothing of the end of the world in Christ’s an- 
swer, and they do not make tt any part of the ques- 
tion of the Jisciples. Now if they meant to inquire 
about the end of the world, why were these evangel- 
ists so particular, as t‘otell usthe smallest subjects 
of their inquiry, and neglect the most important of 
all? Fromall these facts, it would appear, that his 
disciples did not allude to the end of the world in their 
question. (Mat. xxiv. 3.) And indeed they did not. 
lion, in the Greek testament, rendered world ia the 
English version, signifies an age, or season, or pert- 
odical dispensation. Therefore, the question was, 
‘When shall these things be; and what shall be the 
sign of thy coming ; and of the end of the age ? Mea- 
ning the legal age, or Mosaic dispensation , as Christ 
had always taught them that that age wonid end at 
his second coming. Therefore, the whole subs ance 
of their question, was recorded by the other evangel- 
ists without that expression. Many insiances mght 
be adduced, where this same aion 1s rendered age ta 
the testament. And why they called it wor/d in the 
above instance, the reader is to guess fur himself.— 
But all the predictions in the 24: «ad 25th of Mat. 
and their corresponding passages in Mark and Luke 
being fulfilled in the desiruction of the Jewish hier- 
archy, and the gift of the gospel to tue Gentiles; 
John, who wrote his gos;:el afterwards, says nothing 
about them. 3. The conclusion is irresistible, that 
Christ was to commeace his reign in that very gen- 
eration: For we have his own words in proof, and 
if every one of the things spoken of in the 24th of 
Mat. did not then occur, we have no proof ‘hat they 
ever will. It was then he sat upon the throne of his 
glory. (not a throne of marble and sbining earth.) 
His throne of glory was then before the nattons ; aod 
the nations were then separated, one nation from the 
rest. The Jews were rejected an! swe; t away with 
terrible destruction, while the angels or ministers 
of the new covenant) proclaimed to the Geniiles in 
the king’s name: * Come ye blessed vi my Father, 
come and inherit the kingdom of peace and righteous 
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ness, prepared fur you from the foundation of tue 
world.” These events mark the time of the ascen- 
sion of our Redeemer to bis throne. and the estab- 
lishment ofthat kirgdom of grace. peace, and right- 
eousness, which has been increa-ing on carth to the 
present day. On the opening of the first seal, Jolin 
says, be beheld a white horse; and he that sat on 
him had abow ; and a crown was given unto him, 
and he went forth conquering and to conquer. (Rey. 
vi.2.) This text alludes to the saine event; his 
crown denotes his regal authovity; his riding forth 
to conquest, den tes his grand triumph over error, 
while be subdues the hearts of men, and enlarges his 
kingdom. 

From this spiritual throne of glory, power, and in- 


fluence, the Lord Jesus shall sway his sceptre of 


peace and love, until the first resurrection, or the 
great renovation of the christizn church. And then 
for a thousand prophe'ic vears. his influence shall be 
more exten-ive, and his power and grace shall 
more generally abound in Christendom. At tbe ex- 
piration of tis true, a second resurrection, or ref- 
orma ion, is to o-cur; | is miracles of love are to con- 
vince ‘he natious; and his ¢lory ts to brighten abroad 
through creation. Pus throne, which was ai first 
incon-iderable, is now cailed a great while Lirone.— 
A throne, ind ved, of extensive influence and exalted 
purity. From his face, or the brigiitness of his glo- 
rv, the heavens and earth are said to flee away. I 
think we ought not to suppose, the heaven and earth 
will li'erally move away ; but this is a sort of bold 
hvverbolic language, which was common among the 
ancients, for the description of great national or reli- 
si-us revolutions. Fersome examples of this, see 
Isaiah xu. 13,14. * Theretore, I will shake the 
heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, 
in the wra'hof the Lord cf hosts, and in the day of 
his fierce anger, and it shall be as the chased roe, 
and as the sheep that no man taketh up.” The rea- 
der is requested to read the whole chapter, and he 
will perceive, that although the prophet speaks of 
the heaven and earth being moved out of their place, 
noihing more is ineant than the temporal calamitics 
of Babylon, which happened long ago, and yet the 
earth stands fast. See also the 8th aad 10th verses uo: 
the samechapier: also the 34th chapter. And turn 
tothe 11th chapter of Joel, and examine the 10th 
verse; also, 30,31, compared with Acts chap. xi 
16—20. Aiso Jesus himself in Mat. xxiv. speaks of 
_the darkness of the sen and muon, and ihe fall of 
the stars. and vet declares that all those things siiould 
be fulfilled before that generation should pass away. 
Of course, he ouly used the commor. figurative style, 
for the descriviion of great revojutions. He was 
describing ‘othe Jews, the approaching subversion 
of their kingdcem, the destruction of their city, and 
the extinction of their ciwil and ecclesiastica! hierar- 
chy; and adupted that style which had been employ- 
ed on such subjec'sin the old testament, which was 
familiar to them and which was also common among 
the >riental nations. You may fiad similar language 
used in Rev. vi. afier the opening of the sixth seal ; 
yet, when the seveath seal was opened afterwards, 
the planetary svstem seems to remair as it was.— 
Other quotations might he made, but enough have 
been referred to, to show the style in which great 
political events were described among the ancients : 
that we need not expect the earth and heaven will 
literally flee away, but only that a great revolution 
will be thea about to occur in the religious and poli- 
litical world. No matter what “words and figures 
mean now, but what they meant when and wiiere 
the hible was written, we wish to Know. 
time, Jesus shall be about to lift his sceptre of love 
before all nations. He shall overturn and turn down, 


At this | 


ees denied before them all, saying, I know 


— 





till the kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ. Those op- 
pressive and unjust systems of despotism, whice have 
so long tram) led noon every dear and sacred righ: ; 
those thrones which have been erected in cruelty, 
and imbrued with the tears of the widow and the or- 
phan, shall flee away from the glory of his power ; 
and jus ice and liberal legislation shall be establish- 
ed through the world. All heathen and pagan gods 
shall fall; superstition’s dark altars shall no louver 
smoke with the bleod of inneceree ; and the whole 
moral world shall be renovated by the potent sway 
of Almighty truth and love. 
(7 be continued.) 





THE MONITOR. 


** Open rebuke is hetier than sceret love 


1 











Y— Proverbs, 
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CHUnRCH TITLES. 

The readers of tits paper have often beep apprised 
that the Edilordisapproves of the title of Rev. D. 
D., &c. &. It is hy Lim considered (and doubtless 
very justly so) an arrogant assumption of that honor 
which belongeth to God only. Hence, among those 
who hoid to no cther distinctions among mankind 
than those to which merit entitles the virtuous, the 
use of any such marks of distinction should be dis- 
carded. It may be urged by the objector, that in 
such titles, when dbstractly considered, there is noth- 
ing offensive, or repignant to the pure principles of 
the guspel, and that the only harm that can grow out 
of :heir use ts the possibility of an improper meaning 
There may be some plau- 
sibility in ihe above argumen', but unt.) it ean be 
shown wherein the use of such titles wil! beuefit man- 
kind, either by promoting the cause of Christ, or ip 
some other way, we deem it unworthy a serious re- 


being attached to therm. 


ply. . What benefit, it may be asked, has ever been 
derived from the application of such words te mer ? 
Has humility, the brightest virtue of the christian. 
heen strengthened and sustained by such means ?7— 
When ihe leading cbjcct of our Saviour appears to 
wave been to break down the paltry distinctions 
which too frequently exist among men, shall it be 
said ihat such vain appendages to the name of mor- 
tals will have a salutary influence on the minds of a- 
ny class of society? No. For they are calculated 
eitlier to awe the ignorant, or to flaiter the spiritual 








| pride of the vain glorious; either of which is opposed 
to the sii, le doctrine of Christ. 

We are in the habit ef thinking that every thing 
essential to the glorious system of ethics was plainly 
}yaught, and as plainly exemplified by our Saviour 
_and his apostles: And it would be a case without a 
parallel in the record of their transactions if they en- 
joined the use of titles; for in no instance have they 


set an example of that kind. And if we would set 


| this abomination before our eyes in its true light let 
| us apply those titles to some of the venerable aud ven- 
| erated saints of antiquity. Forexample: Matt. xxvi. 
' 60. ** Now the Rev. Simon Peter, D. D. sat without 
‘in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, 


‘thou also was with Jesus of Gallilee. But the Rev- 








GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


205 





pot what thou sayest.” Again, ver. 74. “ Then be 

gan the Rev. gentleman to curse and to swear, say. 
ing, I know not the man,” &c. and ver. 75. ** And 
the Rev. Mr. Peter, D. D., F. R. S. &. remember- 
ed the word of Jesus, whichsaid unto him, Before the 
cock crow, theu shalt deny me thrice. And the 
Rey. Doctor went out andwept bitterly.” Now this 
looks bad; But why is it not as proper, and as profit- 
able, to apply these titles to Peter, er any of thea- 
postles as it is to apply them to modern preachers? 
Itis believed that this difficulty cannot be readily re 

moved. But to go farther;—see Matt. xvi. 22, 23 

Then the Rey. Mr. Peter took him, and began to re- 
buke him, saying be it far from thee, Lord, this shal! 
not be unto thee. But he (Christ) turned, and said 
to the Rev. Dr. Get thee behind me Satan,” &.— 
And again. The Rev. Mr. Saulafier he had received 
his diploma fromthe Theological Seminary of which 
the Kev. Mr. Gamalie!, D. D. was president, start. 
ed on a mission to evangelize the hea:hen. And as 
he came near to Damascus, where :esided a numbe™ 
of Hon. gentlemen, to whom he had letters of intvo” 
duction, breathing out threatening and slaughter a. 
gainst the discipics of the Lord, suddenly there shus- 
ed round about the Pey. gentleman a light from hea- 
ven: and he fell (o the earth, and heard a vuice say 
ing unto him, Rev. Sir, why persecutest thou me / &c-. 
Now compare this language with the common style 
uf writing and speaking. ‘‘ The Kev. Dr. Griffin's 
plan for raising 700,000 ministers.” A sermon op the 
Divinity of Christ, by the Rev. H. Cummins, D- D 

For one, the writer of this essay is tired of those 
empty, hizh sounding titles:—They savor ef anti- 
christ and should be discarded by every true folluw- 
er of Jesus. They are at variance with the teachings 
of our Redeemer and his apostles; they are opposed 
so the simplicity of re; ublicanism; they are proper 
only for those, who possessing little else to distinguish 
them from other men require this empty homage to 
their vanity, in room of sume intrinsic merit to re- 
commend them ! 

Universalists will do well to discard entirely this 
practice. The sooner it is done the better. Here, 
after we desire of our brethren the favor of beivg ad. 
dressed by the more appropriate appellation of Broth 
er,as long as we deserve if: and we promise, foy 
one, that our ministering brethren shall not be distin 
guished by any other titles than thase which belong 
tu other men. 

We approve of the manly stand taken by Br. Fitz 
editor of the New-York Gospel Herald, and will so 
far follow his example, as bercafter to substitute for 
the titte of Rev. that of the Parson. The term Rev. 
therefore will only be affixed to the names of those 
who love greetings in the market places and obsequi- 
ous salutations in the synagogues. And such need 
not be surprised if we consider it a sign of reproach 
rather than a mark of honorable distinction. L 8S. E. 





CALVINISTIC LIBERALITY. 
Agreeable to promise we shall now give an ans- 
wer to the inquiry of ‘ JoHn” in relation to the deni- 





al, by our Presbyicrian friends in this village, of the 
use of their house for the accommodation of a ‘uncral. 
The facts are briefly these. A respectable mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian church, the much la- 
mented Mrs. Underwood after lingering sume months 
with a distressing pulmonary complaint, departed 
this lifeon the 29th of May last. Previous to her 
confinement, and during her illness, her mind, accus- 
tomed to religicus reflections, and her heart, possess- 
ed of more than ordinary benevolence appeared to 
draw her soul nearer to God and expand her views 
beyond the contracted creed of Calvin. Ina word: 
The love of God, which is impartial, was shed abroad 
in her heart. She cherished a kind regard for her 
brethren and sisters of the communion, and as she 
approached her end her anxious solicitude for the sal- 
vation of all, from death and sin, was apparent!y 
strengthened into a well grounded hope, by a sense 
of the infinitude of God’s-cverlasting mercy and im- 
partial goodness. Tus hope supported her in the 
hour ofdeath. With chcerful confidence, she resign- 
ed her aL into the haads of her Redeemer, and in 
the bosom of a compassivnate Jesus—undisturbed by 
the varue opinions of men, “she breathed her life 
out sweetly there,” and welcomed the tyrant “eath as 
her deliverer from pain. A few days previous to her 
departure, she expressed a wish to have her funeral 
attended by Mr. Everett, the Universalist preacher 
of this village. Her reasons for making this request 
were cheerfully stated to her children and to others, 
who, as in duty bound, complied with her dying re- 
quest. This account will give the reader a faint 
idea of the pleasurable scene which preceded the 
death of this friend of Jesus, and will serve to miti- 
gate the sorrows of her surviving friends. Would 
to God, that duty did nut demand of us the painful 
task of drawing the contrast between this exhibrivn 
of godliness, of piety. and of love, and the disgrace- 
ful part acted by some who claitn the sacred title of 
christians. Painful as it is, the tale stall be told. 
Her children, out of respect to her brethren and 
sisters of the Presbyterian church requested the 
privilege of paying their last tribute of love and re- 
spect to their mother in ihe Presbyterian chapel.— 
But what think ye, reader? Did they comply ?— 
Alas! no. Her remains were not permitted to en- 
ter their sanctuary lest it should be contaminated ! 
Their house, like Calvin’s entrance to life was 
** blocked up”—and they, like their God, were cru- 
el, The Episcopalian church was opened for our 
accommodation, and thus ended the scene. May 
every christian most heartily pity the adherents of g 
religion which requires such conduct to support it. 





MR. FILLMORE. 

The public indiguation against the conduct of this 
man on the day of the late execution iw this village 
is so excite’, that in our opinion it will require 

‘the strongest evdiences of a sincere repentance, to 
entitle him tu common respect. To the citizens of 
this vicinity it is well known, that lis statement that 
the Thayers were * inclining to universalism,” ts a 
base, mean, and disgraceful insinuation against pro- 
fessors uf that doctrine. We believe that he knew 
better than to insinuate any such thing. He must 
have known, that he had no authority for his dastard- 
ly attack upon a doctrine which he cannot refute. 
If he does not know it, we du, and pledge ourselves 
to prove the truth of our assertion. We did not ex- 
‘pect much from one whose previous conduct towards 
other clergymen of different denominations had so 
signally entitled him to the most unqualified pity ; 
but we did expect that he would have kept truth on 
his side while speaking on an occasion so peculiarly 





solemn and interesting, But, inasmuch as our com- 
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plaints against this clerical calumniator will proba- 
hly be preferred against him before his own breth- 
ren, we forbear saying much on the painful subject. 
lor the present we will only ask hima few ques- 
ions. 

i. Why did Mr. Fillmore take so much pains to 
slander universalism on that occasion, when he would 
have pleased his own friends much better by telling 
the truth ? 

2. Why did he deny, (we do not say he did) having 


taken their confession in writing, when he bad the | 


same in his poeket ? | 

3. Were not his plans so laid, that he thought he 
should avoid deteciion till after the intended mischief 
was done ? 

4. Which is the worst, an ignorant old man who 
was so unfortunate as to bring up three sons for the 
gallows, or a lying tnethodist preacher ? 

5. If **inchning to universalism” will have a bad 
effect on the rising generation, how much worse will 
the effect of methodism be, if we may form an opin- 
ion, from the conduct ofa presiding Elder ? 


THE COMFORTS OF ORTHODOXY. 

The Parson, Mr. Sheldon, of Paiusville, Ohio, re- 
cently stopped in this village and called on the pris- 
ones who were executed on the 17th, to comrorT 
them, as in duty bound. In the course of his remarks 
on their miserable condition, the death that awaited 
them, &c. this ComFORTER, aS we are informed, 
{un-)graciously told them, that there was not a sin- 
gle promise of salvation in the whole bible for mur- 
derers, and advised them not to indulge the vain ex- 
pectation of salvation! We have our information 
from a person who heard the conversation, and have 
no doubt of its correctness. The exact words we do 
not pretend to give, but the sentiment accords per- 
fectly with what be expressed afterwards. He said 
afterwards to a friend, that those men ought not only 
to be hung, but also to be damned eternally! This 
may all be well, but may a merciful heaven deliver 
us from such comforts. 


_ Ve learn from the eastern papers, that the Pres- 
bylerian Synod, which was lately held at Philadel- 


phia, adopted the resolution to locate ANoTHER THE- | 


OLOGICAL SEMINARY in the west. Gen. Jackson, 
(who by the by was much extolled by some, on ac- 
count of his expected conversion, during the presi- 
dential contest) was chus:@ or appointed one of the 
committee to fix upon its location. This augurs well 
for the orthodox. If they can only obtain the favor 
of our great men, and mighty men, and men of“ wars 
and fightings” they will do well! But look ye, rea- 
der! How many military chieftans did Jesus Christ 
engage to fight his battles in for.uer times? Churck 
and state is one thing, and pure and undefiled religion 
another thing! z 
From Noah’s National Advocate. 

A new scheme.—Since our Legislature have 
epposed no serious obstacles to the granting of 
marine and fire charters, the number has so aug- 
mented as to makeit difficult to fill the stock ; 


accordingly it became necessary to devise some. 


new plan or mode of reaching the point, and 
one of the most novel, and I venture to say _in- 
genious, plan have been hit upon ever before 
heard of namely, calling the aid of the church 
—religion and insurance—prayers and polices 
-—temporal and eternal benefits—the pulpit and 
pe fire engines—long metre and short divid- 
ends. 


| The Commissioners of the American Fire 
Insurance Company propose to associate to loan 
out money and insure houses,and all their pro- 
‘fits over six per cent divided, shall be given to 
'Missonaries, Bible and Tract Societies; and 
accordingly the Methodists, Baptists, E,pisco- 
palians, Presbyterians, and Reformed Dutch, 
have associated to take up the stock. The 
Commissioners pronounce the thing practicable 
but they ask: 

“ Are there men to be found wlio are willing 
to receive but six per cent. for a certain portion 
of their money, andcast the oveiplus into the 
“Treasury of the Lord?” If there are, the ob- 
jectsecured, and a permanent and growing fund 
will be created to be applied to the best of pur- 
poses.” 

Most certainly there are men willing to take 
six per cent. without caring how the surplus 
goes. Six per cent is very good; now gentle- 
men will you take three per cent and throw in 
the balance for religious purposes? Here is the 
test; there is no piety in taking six percent, for 
it is doubtful whether any surplus would be 
left for the church. Itis actually taking hat, 
coat and wig, “bell, book and candle:” but 
fair and softly ; what isthe reason that Jews, 
Catholics, Unitarians, Universalists, &e. &c. 
are not invited to join in this pious work: Do 
you think, gentlemen, that we of the synagogue 
in Wall-street, will allow that pious stock to be 
above par, after this pointed exclusion? If 
money is to be made by this chartered piety, 
lets cut in—I have no idea of confining tem-— 
poral and eternal blessings, to five Christian 
denominations, when we have upwards of a hun- 
dred claiming equal rights. But to speak se- 
riously of this proposition, are gentlemen a- 
ware that insuring is a species of gambling, and 
as such, very improper for the church to coun- 
tenance? Are they also aware of the fact 
that these extraneous and fictitious methods of 
snpporting pious institutions, may lead to inju- 
rious consequences ? They bring religion into 
disrepute, by making it subservient to specula- 
tive operations ; they destroy the natural and 
proper sources of pious liberality, by mingling 
in the muddy streams of worldly trick-trade and 
evasion. If it pleases Providence that my 
house should be burnt, wherefore should you 
stand by, and in the name of religion, offer to 
make good my losses against this divine dis- 
pensation? Separate church and state ; cut 
asunder piety and cupidity ; let the church be 
sustained by spontaneous or free will offerings 
and resources within itself. If you begin with 
insurance on houses, you may proceed to insur- 
ance on lotteries, until at length a desire to 
accumulate a heavy fund for pious purposes, 
may lead us to the adoption of measures, which 
neither morality nor piety can justify. 


MONEY MATTERS. 
The Editors of the “ Evangelical Witness,” 





| [an orthodox paper, published at Newburgh, 
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N. Y.] states that the receipts of the American 
Bible Society during the last year were 46,500 
dollars. From an estimate made by the Edi- 
tor of the Witness of the amount of disburse- 
ments for the same period, there remains unac- 
counted for 11,011 dollars, said to be expen- 
ded jn payment of officers, agencies, &c.— 
“This,” says the Editor, “appears to be to us 
a large sum, and we should be glad to see items, 
but still more happy to learn that the documents 
before us are imperfect.” Again says the Ku- 
itor of the Evangelical Wuness, “The Jews 
Society have collected many thousands of dol- 
lars. [At least 18,000.] Query, How are 
these monies appropriated ?” 

The truth respecting money matters will 
come out at last, without great precaution and 
a judicious and liberal distribution of the hon- 
ors and profits belonging to the concern. 





FROM THE REFORMER. 
[Communicated from Palmyra, N. Y.] 

A NEW SCHEME, SUNDAY SCHOOLS, &c- 

The Presbyterian society in Palmyra have 
“newly fitted up” their Sunday School Es- 
tablishment. The plan they have now adopt- 
ed I think is far superior to any which has yet 
come to my knowledge, although it may not be 
original with this society. They have agents 
and teachers regularly appointed, whose office 
it is to electioneer, or in other words, to yse 
their utmost exertions to influence youth, rich 
and poor, black and white, male and female, 
to attend and read and commit to memory par- 
ticular passages of scripture. The teachers 
explain or interpret the passages to subserve 
their own particular creed. But the new plan 
which they have adopted is this: The youth, 
as soon as they are entrusted to the care of this 
school, are compelled to sign a paper, or make 
their mark, which obliges them to attend ne 
other meeting than Presbyterian, and that ev- 
ery Sunday ! N. S. 

The above plan is well calculated to bring 
the rising generation into the visible Presbyteri- 
an church, aud should it be carried into effect 
throughout the United States, this body of peo- 
ple would soon acquire an overwhelming ma- 
jority over all other sects, and be able to man- 
age both them and the civil government as they 
pleased. The Presbyterians in the State of 
New-York, have already assumed very high 
ground, sending numerous petitions to the Le- 
gislature, in order to get the state government 
to aid them in their measures, and give a sanc- 
tion to their schemes. They have met with 
some repulse it is true; but this will net dis- 
courage them. As if of more noble blood than 
others, and born te rule, they urge their claims 
with an assurance and fixedness of determina- 
tion to be found in no other society in this coun- 
try. Ifthey fail in one plan they resort to an- 
other, and pursue their course as if fully resolv- 
éd not to slacken in their endeavors until the 





citadel is gained and the sceptre of power pass- 
es into their hands. 

The interests of religion and the welfare oi 
inen’s souls is always the avowed pretence in 
what they do, while to others it is but too evi- 
dent that there is less of this ingredient than 
any thing else in their plans and movements. 
It is but a short time ago that they presented 
numerous petitions to the legislature te prohibit 
navigation on the Erie canal on Sundays. Not 
succeeding, we now learn from an Albany pa- 
per, that one at least of the clericals in that 
state, has suggested the idea of having the tolls, 
arising from the canal navigation of the Sab- 
bath, given to the Tract Society, and for the 
aid of missionaries to the heathen. After ad- 
ducing many plausible reasons in support of his 
proposition, he thus concludes : 

“ Only think of the beneficial results that 
would flow from this contribution ; of the ma- 
ny heathen souls that would be converted to a 
sense of their wretchedness ; and of the many 
pious young men that could be reared in minis- 
tering salvation to those on Whom the light of 
the gospel has never yet shone! From this 
money, how many tracts might be procured and 
distributed among the ungodly (and common 
schools) of our own state! Notwithstanding 
powerful efforts were made at the last session 
of the legislature, to prevent canal navigation 
on the Sabbath, it is true they proved unsuc- 
cessful ; but if a wise and honorable represen- 
tation appears in our legislative halls next year 
whe can appreciate the value of immortal souls 
—vof ‘Tract and Missionary Societies—there can 
be no doubt, but they will be liberal and patri- 


' otic enough to bestow these Sabbath tolls to the 








purposes I have suggested. At least, a more 
powerful application and more unlimited exer- 
tions will be made, fur the accomplishment of 


| this object, than were made the present veai 


for the prevention of canal navigation of the 
Sabbath.” 

It seems that if it be an unrighteous act to 
navigate the canal on Sundays, the clergy, like 
Balaam, love the wages of uurighteousness.— 
The toll collected on the canal on all the days 
of the week would not be sufficient to satisfy 
the cravings of these men. When obtained 
they would still direct their attention to other 
sources of gain. Itis not, perhaps, very gen- 
erally known that the clergy in Connecticut, 
seme years back, made an attempt to obtain the 
fund for common schools in that state, amount- 
ing to nearly two millions of dollars, and was 
very near succeeding in their attempt by means 
of their partisans then in power. 

In commeating on this vew proposition of 
having the toll obtained by the navigation of 
the canal on Sundays, given into the hands of 
the clergy, the writer who announces it re- 
marks : 

“If the clergymen of our state commence 
their reign in this way—enrich themselves by 
ANY means—we have much to fear. Hitherte, 
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they have beeu eminently suecessful in all their 
attempts 3 what are their prospects for the fa- 
ture, time alone must develop. But this pro- 


ject of procuring a portion of canal tulls, for the. 


purpose of publishing traets, of supporting a 
set of ‘pious, indigent [and insolent] young 
men,’ and of enriching a certain class of prea- 
chers, would be an excellent one, if there were 
any chance of its success. It is a truth too pal- 
pable, and one which 1 fear will be discovered 


too late, that clergymen have become men of 


the most influence in society ; this same influ- 
ence, baleful as it is, has beén experienced eve- 
ry where, and borne with a meek and passive 
sufferance ; and when it progresses so rapidly 
as to dictate to great men in high places, it is 
time tu keep a watehtol eye over their conduct.’ 

It is indeed time for the people in the state 
of New-York to look into matiers, and 
see whether they are to. be inthralled 
in the chains and tetters of priesteraft. They 
certainly will be unless they open their eyes to 
a sense of their danger, and put their shoulders 
to the “heels which are rolling on the clerical 
car, and turn it backward. If any thing is 
done, too, it must be dune soon, as “onward” 
is the watchword throughout their ranks. And 
although they have been a little trustrated in 
not having the secretary of state at their right 
hand in introducing tracts into common schoo!s, 
yet they have succeeded in establishing a“ Na- 
tional Tract Society,” and obtained 20,000 
do'lars to erect a building to carry on its ope- 
rations. They undoubtedly expect to accom- 
plish, in the end, all their plans, and laugh 
their opposers to scorn. ‘Lime must show 
whether their anticipations will be realized or 
not. 


IMPIETY AND CLELICAL ARROGANCE. 

“Dy.” Griffin, in one of his late sermons for 
charity in Boston, is said to have told his hear- 
ers that “every cent they should give for the 
support of missions, they would find credited a 
gainst their names inthe book of life, with a 
pen dipped in in the blood of a crucified Sa- 
viour.” The assertion is as impious as it is ar- 
rogant. It is as well known, and acknowledg- 
ed by all, that many GIvE to be seen of men, 
with other equally base motives. And shall 
actions performed under the influence of such 
principles be registered in the book of life ?— 
What bold and daring assertions ure hazarded 
to induce people tu give their muney to promote 
the schemes and plans of the day ! 

This same “Dr.” Griffin delivered a sermon, 
May 25, before an association of ministers at 
Boston, on the “Art of preaching.” The ser- 
mon is spoken of in the Recorder and Tele- 
graph iu terms of the highest commendation.— 
In the course of his sermun before his brother 
ministers, he makes the following observa- 
tions: . 

‘ Dear brethren, our office is no ordinary one. 
We are ambassadors from the King of kings 





and Lord of lords to a revolted world. Never 
had men committed to them an embassy of 
such deep and everlasting moment. Among 
all the thousands to whom we preach, not one 
but will take an impression from us that will 
never wear out. ‘The fate of millions through 
succeeding generations depends on our faith- 
fulness. Heaven and hell will forever ring 
with recited memorials of our ministry,” &c. 

That “ Dr.” Griffin and his brethren are 
ambassadors from the King of kings and Lord 
of lords, is not proven by his bare assertion. — 
Men that make merchandize of the gospel, re- 
ceive from two to three thousand deltars per 
annum, and live in all the pomp and pride of 
life, are any thing else but ambassadors of 
Christ. Christ will never own any such am- 
bassadors, whatever they may set themselves 
forth to be.—Jb. 

In the bloom and promise and blights of 
spring, parents may behold a striking emblem of 
their rising families. Delightful as the present 
season is, how many of its smiles may deceive 
us. How many lovely blossoms have already 
faded and disappeared, and how would a sin- 
gle frost mar and wither the beauty of all this 
charming scenery. How many vernal hopes 
have you known cut cffina single night. The 
tender bud, the fragile stem, and the opening 
blossom, have been smitten and have fallen to- 
gether. 

POET :.Y. 


fw sing praise to thy name, O tow most High. 
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FROM THE CHARLESTON COURIER. 
PENITENCE, 
If thou would’st know what tis to weep, 
To weep unpitied and alone 
The hve-long night. whilst others sleep, 
Silent and mouroful watch to keep, 
Thou would’st not do what I have done. 


If thou coulds’t know what ‘tis to smile. 
Tosmile, whilst scorned by every one, 

To hide by many anartiul wile, 

A heart that kouws more grief than guile, 
Thou would’st nut do what I have done. 


And Oh! if thou could’st think how drear, 
When friends are chang’d and health is gone. 
The world would to thine eyes appear; 
If thou, like me, to none wert dear, 
Thou would’st not do wliat I have done. 


a7 To our Patrons.— A room has been fitted up 
under the Buffalo Patriot Office exclusively designed 
‘ov a religious reading rocm and Office ofthe Gospel 
Advocate, where the business of the establishment 
wili be attended to. ‘The friends of truth, and par- 
ticul rly the , a sons of our Work are invited tospend 
a leisure hour when Convenient in ;erusing the pleas- 
ing variety of religous intelligence which will be re- 
ceived weekly from various parts of the union. 
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